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Attorney Keith Turner
has won a 2010 Spark-
plug Award from the

Community Council for orga-
nizing the live music concert
held at the Palisades High
School football stadium
before the Fourth of July fire-
works show.
“I was shocked. I didn’t

even know I was nominated,”
Turner, 46, said. “The award
should have gone to Rob
Weber because he’s done so
much.” Weber was president
of PAPA (Palisades American-
ism Parade Association) in
2008 and 2009. The two men
grew up in the Chicago area,
went to Chicago-Kent College
of Law and both worked for a
few years at the same Beverly
Hills firm after graduation.
Weber urged Turner to get

involved with PAPA, but
Turner put him off, telling him,
“Only when you’re president
of the organization.” When
Weber indeed moved up to that
position, Turner attended his
first PAPAmeeting.
“Rob asked me to help out

with insurance issues,” Turner
said, but he also recalls Pal-
isadian-Post editor Bill
Bruns, who knew that Turner
was a member of a local rock
band, whispering to him,
“Why doesn’t your band play
before the fireworks?” That
was the start of the Pacific
Palisades pre-fireworks show.
In 2009, the field was

opened up to spectators
because the fireworks were
shot from a different location
(the high school’s quad), and
three local bands—Turner’s
The House Band, The May-
berrys and the Elevaters—
played on a small stage before
the show. The concert was an
instant success.
Last year Turner worked to

expand the show, bringing in
F o u r W a y F r e e ,
singer/songwriter Peter Him-
melman, That and the Pal-
isades High Concert Band.

Many neighbors who had pre-
viously watched the fireworks
from their homes came down
to the field. “We saw a lot
more people close up their
barbecues and come over
around 7 p.m.,” Turner said.
He is already organizing

this year’s show and seeking a
corporate sponsor. “I also
need people who can help
with talent selection, market-
ing, fundraising and setting
up the stage—whatever they
want to do. I also need some-
one who can help organize the
VIP tent for performers,
including buying food and
hosting them.”
Turner knows that many

name musicians live in the
Palisades, and he would love
to have them perform, but
understands that working for a
community event might not be

what a “star” considers a great
financial or career move.
“It would still be nice if

they could help,” Turner said.
“Our original idea was to get
the best professional and
amateur talent we could get in
the Palisades.”
If you have ideas for the pre-

fireworks show or want to vol-
unteer your time, contact Turner
at kjt@turnerlawapc.com.
In addition to his volunteer

activities, Turner is also a
family man and has a thriving
law business here in town.
After graduating from the

University of Wisconsin in
1986 with a degree in philos-
ophy, and attending law
school, Turner came to
Pacific Palisades by way of
his wife Michelle, whom he
met in 1994.
“She grew up here and she

knows everyone,” he said.
“Her parents (Bruce and Fran
Rubin), her brother and her
best friend still live here.”
The couple married in the
Rubin backyard in 1995.
“This place [Pacific Pal-

isades] is special,” Turner
said. “When you take off in a
plane at LAX and it circles
over this area, you can see
how isolated we are.” He
speculates that perhaps this
isolation results in more of a
community feel.
When Turner’s daughter

Emma (now a freshman at
Palisades High) started
preschool at the Methodist
Church, several of the moms
formed a group. Then one of
them, Lisa Stewart, suggested
that the dads form a band
because she knew some of
them had been in rock bands.
Turner, who began playing

drums and percussion in the
fifth grade, continued to play
through college. He helped
gather the dads for the begin-
ning of The House Band,
which has stayed relatively
intact these past 10 years.
“We still play about six

times a year,” Turner said.
“Two guys in the band write
songs, so about 80 to 90 per-
cent of our music is original.”
Turner, who lives near the

Asilomar bluffs with
Michelle, Emma and son
Max, a fifth grader at Mar-
quez Elementary, is a local
attorney who specializes in
view-protection cases.
“A good view can add a $1

million to a home’s worth,”
Turner said, noting that he
works with homeowners and
developers in the Palisades
areas of El Medio, Sunset
Mesa, Marquez Knolls and
Castellammare, but also Palos
Verdes and Malibu.
With attorney Don

Franzen, Turner has set up a
Pacific View Resource Center
Web site to collect and
exchange information about
view-related issues.
Visit the Web site

www.pacificviewcenter.com.
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